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[Start of activity leaflet]

The Buxton Line is proud to present: 
Creative Journeys Activity Leaflet

Take this leaflet full of activities with you on the Manchester - Buxton Railway Line. Follow the activities here and start your next creative trip with Alice Hackney. You can engage with the following activities in many ways, for example a paper and pencil, using the notes app and camera on your phone, or in conversation with a fellow passenger. Alice grew up in rural Derbyshire and makes art about how people connect with the surrounding landscapes. 

Find out more about alice’s website by clicking here (www.alicehackney.com)

Activity One: Past and Present

The Manchester to Buxton Railway Line was completed in 1863. Imagine the journey back then. How do you think the landscape along the line might have been? You could draw, type or write a description, think about or tell someone you are journeying with what it might have looked like.

Now, think about the future. What do you think will be different? What will be the same? What could you add?

Activity Two: Senses

Describe how the things you see, hear, and feel change on your journey. As you travel, notice how things change, the scenery, the sounds, the stops and starts at different stations. Use the prompts below to help explore what stands out to you on this creative journey.

Get recording: What sounds can you hear on the train?

Time to move: What movement or gesture would you use to sum up your journey?

Name that boat: The Peak Forest Canal runs alongside the railway line at various points. Can you spot the names on any of the boats? What name would you choose for your imaginary boat?

Spot the boundary: This railway line touches the edge of the Peak District National Park in three places. What other edges do you notice?

Through the window: There are some big hills, including Kinder Scout, the highest point in the Peak District. How does being in this landscape make you feel?

Make a list: Have any animals joined you along the journey? Perhaps there are dogs on the train or sheep in the fields you’ve passed.

Activity three: Textures

You’ll find many textures and patterns on the platforms and trains. Some are there to help people access the railway, like the bumpy floor that shows where the platform edge is. Can you spot any textures on your journey? Take a moment to feel them, or take a rubbing of what you find. 
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